[image: image1.png]P}RECTIONS

)
’5“\ uth & families




Contact:







For immediate release
Sue Phillips







April 17, 2009
Director of Development & Marketing 

sphillips@dfyf.org
614-294-2661


Huntington National Bank and Directions for Youth & Families will present the 20th annual State of the Child Luncheon on Tuesday, May 12, 11:30 am - 1:15 pm at the Hyatt Regency ballroom, 350 N. High Street. 

“Raising community awareness of issues and challenges that face today’s youth in their daily lives is the goal of the luncheon, said Nancy V. Kelly, chair of the event and executive vice president at Huntington. “The luncheon and the State of the Child Report focus on issues, including substance abuse, child abuse and neglect, and family violence. Most of us cannot begin to comprehend the hardships that many of our community’s children and families face - poverty, worrying where their next meal will come from, violent environments, fear for the safety of their children. Our neighbors and our children’s classmates are facing these hardships. This is our world.”
At the luncheon, youth participants will share the challenges they have faced and the steps they have taken through the programs of Directions for Youth & Families that are helping them succeed. Young people from Directions’ Ohio Avenue and Short Stop Youth Centers will present jazz, vocal, and drum and dance performances. 

Reservations are $50 per person and can be purchased at www.dfyf.org or by calling 614-294-2661. 

The mission of Directions for Youth & Families’ is to empower families and their children to make sound choices and achieve promising futures. Services include counseling, prevention, and family strengthening programs provided in clients’ homes, schools, and neighborhoods. Programs address substance abuse, family violence, anger management, child abuse, neglect, delinquency, family dynamics, parenting and life skills issues.
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